s 

H-f/K-r 

St& 

(<U5 


PLEASE  RETURN 


Montana  State  Library 
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006  7411 


DEPARTMENT  OF  HEALTH  AND  ENVIRONMENTAL  SCIENCES 


TED  SCHWINDEN,  GOVERNOR 


COGSWELL  BUILDING 


STATE  OF  MONTANA' 


Solid  & Hazardous  Waste  Bureau 
Telephone:  406-444-2821 


HELENA,  MONTANA  S9620 


November  18,  1985 


Re:  Preliminary  Environmental  Review 
Scott  Levengood  Class  III 
Landfill,  Kalispell 

Althea  Ginnebaugh,  Flathead  Co.  Health  Officer,  723  5th  Ave.  E., 
Kalispell,  MT 

Planning  Director,  Flathead  Co.  Courthouse,  Kalispell,  MT 
Jim  Vashro,  Regional  Fisheries  Manager,  Region  One,  Box  67, 

Kalispell,  MT 

City  of  Kalispell,  P.  0.  Box  1035,  Kalispell,  MT 
Steve  Pilcher,  Water  Quality  Bureau,  DHES , Helena,  MT 
Lawrence  F.  Daly,  Esq.,  Garlington,  Lohn  & Robinson,  P.0.  Box  7909, 
Missoula,  MT 

Tom  Ellerhof f , Environmental  Sciences  Division,  DHES,  Helena,  MT 
Environmental  Quality  Council,  Capitol  Building,  Helena,  MT 
l^Darlene  Staffeldt,  Supervisor,  Documents,  State  Library,  Helena,  MT 

Eldon  Strine,  U.S.  Army  Corps  of  Engineers,  Permits  Branch,  P.  0.  Box  5, 
Omaha,  Nebraska 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen: 

Pursuant  to  the  Administrative  Rules  of  Montana,  16.2.604,  the  following 
Preliminary  Environmental  Review  has  been  prepared  by  the  Department  of 
Health  and  Environmental  Sciences  concerning  thelScott  Levengood  Class 
III  landfill. 

The  purpose  of  the  Preliminary  Environmental  Review  is  to  inform  all 
interested  governmental  agencies,  public  groups  or  individuals  of  the 
proposed  action  and  to  determine  whether  or  not  the  action  may  have  a 
significant  effect  on  the  human  environment.  This  Preliminary 
Environmental  Review  will  be  circulated  for  a period  of  fifteen  (15) 
days  at  which  time  a decision  will  be  made  as  to  our  future  action. 

If  you  care  to  comment  on  this  proposed  action,  please  do  so  within  the 
allotted  time. 

Sincerely, 


James  E.  Leiter 

Solid  and  Hazardous  Waste  Bureau 
Environmental  Sciences  Division 

JEL:vc 
Ends . 


STATE  DOCUMENTS  COLLECTION 


NOV  2 ? 1985 

MONTANA  STATE  LIBRARY 
1515  E.  6th  AVE. 
HELENA,  MONTANA  59620 


AN  EQUAL  OPPORTUNITY  EMPLOYER 


DEPARTMENT  OF  HEALTH  AND  ENVIRONMENTAL  SCIENCES 
Cogswell  Building,  Helena,  Montana  59601 
(406)  444-2821  ! 

PRELIMINARY  ENVIRONMENTAL  REVIEW 

Di vi si  on/Bureau Environmental  Sciences  Division.  Solid  S Hazardous  Waste  Bureau 

Project  or  Application  Scott  Levengood  Class  m Landfill 

Description  Of  Project  Scott  Levengood,  2205  Highway  93  South,  Kalispell,  Montana, 
has  submitted  an  application  for  a Class  III  Solid  Waste  Management  System  License 

part  of  an  old  drainage  located  in  the  SE^t;  NVft;  of  Section  29  Township  28  North 
Range  21  West,  M.P.M.  in  Flathead  County.  His  proposal  is  to  fill  the  drainageway 
with  dirt,  gravel  and  some  pieces  of  concrete . 


POTENTIAL  IMPACT  ON  PHYSICAL  ENVIRONMENT 


1.  Terrestrial  & aquatic 
life  and  habitats 

2.  Water  quality,  quantity 
and  distribution 

3.  Geology  & soil  quality, 
stability  and  moisture 

4.  Vegetation  cover,  quant 
ity  and  quality 

5.  Aesthetics 

6.  Air  quality 

7.  Unique,  endangered, 
fragile,  or  limited 
environmental  resources 

8.  Demands  on  environmen- 
tal resources  of  land, 
water,  air  & energy 

9.  Historical  and  archaeo- 
logical sites 


Comments  on 

Major  Moderate  Minor  None  Unknown  Attached  Pages 


X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

DHES/ESD-1 


POTENTIAL  IMPACTS  ON  HUMAN  ENVIRONMENT 


Comments  on 


2. 

3. 


5. 

6. 


Social  structures  and 
mores 

Cultural  uniqueness 
and  diversity 
Local  and  state  tax 
base  & tax  revenue 
Agricultural  or  in- 
dustrial production 
Human  health 
Quantity  and  distri- 
bution of  community 
and  personal  income 


of  recreational  and 
wilderness  activities 
Quantity  and  distri- 
bution of  employment 
Distribution  and 
density  of  population 
and  housing 
Demands  for  govern- 
ment services 
Industrial  & commer- 
cial activity 
Demands  for  energy 
Locally  adopted  en- 
vironmental plans  & 
goals 

14.  Transportation  net- 
works & traffic  flows 


8. 

9. 


10. 

11. 

12. 

13. 
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X 
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Other  groups  or  agencies  contacted  or 

which  may  have  overlapping  jurisdiction Flathead  County  Health  Department 


Individuals  or  groups  contributing  to  this  PER. 


Recommendation  concerning  preparation  of  EIS  No  EIS  Necessary 


Scott  Levengood  Class  III  Landfill 
Preliminary  Environmental  Review 
Kalispell,  Montana 
November  18,  1985 


POTENTIAL  IMPACTS  ON  PHYSICAL  ENVIRONMENT 


1)  Terrestrial  & Aquatic  Life  & Habitats:  The  area  proposed  for 
landfill  is  currently  a blocked  drainageway  which  contains  standing 
water.  In  the  process  of  filling,  the  ponded  water  will  be  displaced 
into  the  surrounding  soils.  This  will  eliminate  the  habitat  for  some 
small  species  of  plant  and  animal  aquatic  life. 

2)  Water  Quality,  Quantity  & Distribution:  Under  normal  circum- 
stances, displacement  of  water  by  filling  a slough,  as  described  in  the 
license  application,  has  little  noticeable  environmental  effect.  To  be 
sure,  eliminating  a stagnating  pond  could  have  a positive  effect  for  the 
public  health  (see  #5  on  Human  Environment) . In  this  particular  in- 
stance, it  has  been  speculated  that  previous  filling  activity  in  this 
natural  drainageway  may  have  already  had  some  effect  on  ground  water 
levels  in  the  area.  At  least  one  local  authority  has  speculated  that 
blocking  the  natural  drainage  has  caused  the  ground  water  in  the  area  to 
be  artificially  raised,  causing  some  adverse  effect  on  individual 
sub-surface  sewage  disposal  systems  in  the  area.  Whether  or  not  this 
actually  represents  a true  cause/effect  relationship,  the  landfill 
proposed  by  itself  is  not  expected  to  significantly  alter  the  ground 
water  situation  in  the  area. 

4)  Vegetation  Cover,  Quantity  and  Quality:  The  waste  materials  placed 
in  the  slough  will  bury  the  existing  vegetation  and  permanently  change 
the  surface  contour  of  the  area.  Final  use  of  the  completed  area  is  not 
specified  in  the  application,  but  it  is  likely  that  the  area  will  be 
placed  into  commercial  use,  restricting  restoration  of  vegetative  cover 
altogether. 

POTENTIAL  IMPACTS  ON  HUMAN  ENVIRONMENT 


5)  Human  Health:  The  applicant  feels  strongly  that  the  existing 
slough  presents  a hazard  to  human  safety.  The  steep,  grassy  embankments 
and  water  in  the  bottom  of  the  slough  may,  in  fact,  present  some  hazard 
to  human  health.  Should  this  be  true,  the  landfill  activity  could  have 
a positive  effect  on  human  health  and  eliminate  such  a hazard.  As 
mentioned  in  comment  #2  in  the  physical  environment  comments,  however, 
there  could  be  some  limited  negative  human  health  impact  from  the 
project,  although  relatively  insignificant. 

11  & 14)  Industrial  and  Commercial  Activity:  During  the  short  proposed 
life  of  the  landfill  activity  proposed,  there  will  be  some  increase  in 
vehicle  traffic  in  the  area  of  the  slough.  The  activity  will  be  tempo- 
rary, however. 


G.L.O.  N.  89°  35' W.  5231. 16' 
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